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August 2018 
 
Dear Parents & Guardians, 
 
Welcome to the 2018-19 school year!  It’s an exciting time for Torrington Public Schools as we transition to our new 
structure.  I am so pleased to be chosen as the Interim Principal at Southwest School and look forward to connecting 
with students, staff, and families.  I am very familiar with Torrington Public Schools having served as an administrator 
at Torrington Middle School for the past eight years. Please take time to enjoy the last days of summer with your 
family and friends and be ready to enter our doors feeling rejuvenated for the new beginning.  As Dr. Seuss says, “Oh! 
The places you’ll go!”  Let’s explore these new adventures together. 
 
I am enclosing in this letter a quick reference list of dates, events and procedures to assist you in planning as the new 
school year approaches. 
 

 August 11 – Meet and Greet from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at Coe Park – rain or shine 

 August 27 – TPS Elementary Schools Meet and Greet from 2:00 to 3:30 PM; You and your child will be able to 
meet teachers and become familiar with new surroundings.  If you have children in other elementary schools, 

this should allow time to visit there as well.  Use this time to take back to school photos!  

 August 29 – First Day of School:  The school day begins at 9:00 AM with dismissal at 3:30 PM.  Attendance 
is of paramount importance for your child’s success.  Please be sure your child is here by 8:55 AM each day 
so your child will have a smooth transition to instruction with his/her peers and teachers.  At dismissal time 
your child will be dismissed to the bus area or to the parent pick-up area. 

o We strongly encourage all parents/guardians to utilize the bus transportation provided by All-Star 
Transportation to minimize traffic.  Bus routes will be published on our district website as well as 
local newspapers. Morning drop-off:  Safety in the parking lot is of primary importance.  Families 
who intend on driving your child/ren to school should enter the parking loop in front of the building 
and say goodbye at the drop off point.  Adults will be there to greet and supervise our children so 
there is no need to park your vehicle and walk your child to the door.  This will also facilitate traffic 
flow at a very busy time of day.  Please avoid driving through the bus loop or parking in the middle 
or sides of the parking lot for any reason.  Dismissal time:  Students being picked up by parents will 
be dismissed at the same doorway as the morning drop off.  Because safety is of highest priority, a 
written note is required for any daily changes or long term dismissal changes.  Be sure to complete 
the Student Pick-up List Form in a timely manner.  Only people you choose to list on this form will 
be permitted to pick up your child.  Photo IDs will be required at pick up time. Please refrain from 
making any last minutes changes unless it is absolutely necessary.  We appreciate you understanding 
and helping us to ensure the safety of all our children. 

o If your child/ren are coming from or going to a location other than home, you must fill out an 
Alternate Bus Form.  These forms must be completed annually prior to the start of the school year.  
The form is due no later than Wednesday, August 22, 2018.  You may drop off the form or fax it 
to the main office at (860) 489- 2324. 

o If you have a “forgotten item” such as sneakers, an instrument, etc. a bin is placed outside the main 
entrance under the portico.  Please use the buzzer and intercom to notify the secretary that you are 



 

 

leaving articles in the bin.  She will deliver the items to your child as soon as she is able.  Be sure that 
all articles are clearly marked with your child’s name.  It is important to note that there is one 
secretary assigned to the office.  Mrs. Todd will do her best to accommodate all student and parent 
needs. 

 The Annual Registration Form should be completed immediately upon receiving the first Day of School 
packet.  Choose your emergency contacts carefully as these people may be picking up your child at some 
point in the future. Photo IDs will be required when picking up children from school.  

 Please be sure to inform us if your telephone number or emergency contacts change during the year. This is 
of vital importance in the event of any type of emergency and to be sure you receive time-sensitive 
“PowerAnnouncement” messages. 

 Breakfast will be available every morning, beginning on the first day of school, Wednesday, August 29th.  The 
cost is $ 1.35 unless your child is eligible for the free or reduced food program.  Reduced breakfast is $ 0.30 
for those who qualify.  The cost of lunch is $ 2.75.  Reduced lunch is $ 0.40 for those who qualify.  
Application forms for Free/Reduced Lunch will be in the “1st Day Packet.”  Application for the 
Free/Reduced Lunch Program must be completed annually. 

 The 2018-2019 Southwest School Student/Parent Handbook will be available online.  Let us know if you 
need a copy.  Please take time to review this with your child, and sign and return the Handbook form. 

 The District has again scheduled early dismissal one Thursday each month for district-wide professional 
development for staff.  Our early dismissal time will be 1:30 p.m.  Please see the Torrington Public Schools 
2018-2019 School Year Calendar (sent home on the 1st day and on website:  www.torrington.org) for the 
dates. 

 In order to promote healthy habits (in line with Wellness Policy 5071) and due to the increase in food 
allergies and risk of food-borne illnesses, we are eliminating food celebrations in the classroom this year.  We 
will continue to honor birthdays and holidays with creative ideas. Some suggestions include: parent or special 
staff person reading aloud to class, show and tell, supply and teach a craft lesson, etc. 

 To stay current on what’s happening at Southwest School this year, please be sure to check your child’s 
backpacks daily for important notices, and check the website frequently (www.torrington.org>our 
schools>Southwest). 

 September 27 – Elementary Schools Welcome Back Night 

 October 1 – Lifetouch will be at Southwest for School Picture Day 

 Stay tuned for more information about our PTO.  When parents and teachers work together, wonderful 
things happen for our children.  Please consider how you could be involved in this important and valuable 
partnership. 

 We are so grateful to families who have assisted in raising additional funds or helped us receive free supplies 
for our school by registering your shopping cards.  Below is a list of stores and our school codes.  If you 
frequently shop at any of these stores, please consider registering (or renewing your registration) to help out 
Southwest School.  You may log onto their website or ask for assistance at their service desks.  These funds 
are very helpful to us and it will just take a few minutes of your time to register. 

o Price Chopper for Schools – visit www.pricechopper.com and follow the links to Check Enrollment 
and Sign Up;  School Code: 15552 

o Stop & Shop A+ Program – visit stopandshop.com/aplus to Register Your Card or call 1-877-275-
2758; School Code: 06562.  Stop & Shop offers cash rewards which help us cover many programs 
and classroom initiatives that are not part of the school budget. 

o Big Y Education Express Program – visit www.bigy.com or stop by their courtesy desk; School Code 
5743 

 
I look forward to an amazing school year. 
Sincerely, 
 
Mary Ann C. Buchanan, Ed.D.  

 

http://www.pricechopper.com/
http://www.bigy.com/

